XAPLES   AXD    PALERMO	6l
is in Blue with gold anchors all over. My
earrings are Xelson's anchors ; in short, we are
be-Xefsoned all over."
For the first time in his life. Nelson drank the
full draught of popular applause, under condi-
tions of the \\ildest enthusiasm. Nevertheless
Nelson was by no means happy, " It is a coun-
try,?5 he wrote to St. Vincent, C£ of fiddlers and
poets, whores and scoundrels.53 And at home
Fanny walked to church in the rain. She
received a letter from Emnia herself, written in
the most effusive and patronising terms. £fi I
need not tell your Ladyship how happy Sir
William and myself are at having an opportunity
of seeing our dear, respectable, brave friend return
here, with so much honour to himself and glory
ihr his Country. We only want you to be com-
rCetely happy. . . . Josiah is so much improved
5r. even," respect we are all delighted with. him.
He is an excellent officer and very steady, and
one of the best hearts in the world. I love him
much, and although we quarrel sometimes, he
loves me. and does as I would have Mm. . . .
Josiah desired Ms duty to your Ladyship, and
says lie will write as soon as he has time, but he
has been very busy for some time past.33
TMs was too much even for the placid Fanny,
and she consulted Alexander Davison., one of
Xelson's oldest and most intimate friends and
now Ms official prize-agent. cc She bids me say,"
he wrote to Xelsonj ^ that, unless you return
home in a few months, she will join the standard
at Naples. Excuse a woman's tender feelings—
they are too acute to be expressed.55
Meanwhile the  love  of Nelson  and  Emma

